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Art Unit: 3721 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Storandt (5,584,163). 

Storandt discloses (figure 18) an apparatus comprising: 

a base frame 815 having an input side and an output side, a transport path from 
the input side to the output side providing a feed means 802 for a continuous primary 
field of packaging material 803; 

a drive means 822, 824 for advancing the continuous primary field of packaging 
material from the input side to the output side in precise increments; 

a fusion station 810 to stabilize an individual or plurality of applicator 410 placed 
on the primary field of packaging in specific locations in succession along the transport 
path of the primary field of packaging; 

a feed means 816 for a secondary field of packaging material 817 to be 
positioned on the applicators and in contact with the primary field of packaging; 

a sealing station 818 to seal the primary and secondary packaging layers 
enclosing the applicators to prevent contamination or leakage; 
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a cutting station 820, 826 to trim the sealed packages 460 to a precise size, and 
the cutting station is incorporated prior to the output side of the packaging machine. 

3. Claims 1, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamaguchi et al. (5,740,661). 

Yamaguchi discloses (figure 1) an apparatus comprising: 

a base frame having an input side and an output side, a transport path from the 
input side to the output side providing a feed means 3 for a continuous primary field of 
packaging material 7; 

a drive means for advancing the continuous primary field of packaging material 
from the input side to the output side in precise increments (column 4, lines 34-40); 

a fusion station (a combination of drum unit 22 and belt unit 23) to stabilize an 
individual or plurality of applicator 30 placed on the primary field of packaging in specific 
locations in succession along the transport path of the primary field of packaging; 

a feed means 4 for a secondary field of packaging material 8 to be positioned on 
the applicators and in contact with the primary field of packaging; 

a sealing station 24 to seal the primary and secondary packaging layers 
enclosing the applicators to prevent contamination or leakage; 

a cutting station 25 to trim the sealed packages 100 to a precise size, and the 
cutting station is incorporated prior to the output side of the packaging machine. 
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Yamaguchi further discloses a converting station is incorporated to convert bulk 
materials 6 by cutting into individual applicators 30 in precise sizes and placing the 
applicators 30 in precise locations onto the primary packaging layer 7 (figure 1). 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mason (4,372,098). 

Mason discloses (figure 7) an apparatus comprising: 

a base frame having an input side and an output side, a transport path from the 
input side to the output side providing a feed means 26 for a continuous primary field of 
packaging material 12; 

a drive means for advancing the continuous primary field of packaging material 
from the input side to the output side in precise increments; 

a fusion station to stabilize an individual or plurality of applicator 20 placed on the 
primary field of packaging in specific locations in succession along the transport path of 
the primary field of packaging; 

a feed means 42 for a secondary field of packaging material 14 to be positioned 
on the applicators and in contact with the primary field of packaging; 

a sealing station 44, 46 to seal the primary and secondary packaging layers 
enclosing the applicators to prevent contamination or leakage; 

a cutting station 58 to trim the sealed packages 10 to a precise size, and the 
cutting station is incorporated prior to the output side of the packaging machine. 
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Yamaguchi further discloses: a dosing station 40 is incorporated to dispense 
formularies in precise amounts on the applicators (column 4, lines 58-61); a forming 
station 28, 30 is incorporated to create a pocket 16 whereby precut applicator 20 may 
be precisely placed; and a converting station is incorporated to convert bulk materials 
32 by cutting into individual applicators 20 in precise sizes and placing the applicators in 
precise locations onto the primary packaging layer 12 (figure 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Storandt 
(5,584,163) or Yamaguchi et al. (5,740,661) or Mason (4,372,098) in view of Teraoka 
(4,415,048). 

As discussed above in paragraph 4 of this office action, Mason discloses the 
claimed invention but does not expressly disclose a means to feed a packaging layer to 
be applied to the primary packaging layer to provide handles, pockets, attachments or 
coupons. 

Teraoka discloses (figure 5) an apparatus comprising a means 30 to feed a packaging 
layer 35 to be applied to the primary packing layer 104 to provide attachments (or 
coupon) 110 on the package 100'. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art, at the time applicant's invention was made, to modify Mason 
apparatus by incorporating the means 30 as taught by Natterer to provide a means to 
apply an attachment or coupon to the primary packing layer. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Storandt 
(5,584,163) or Yamaguchi et al. (5,740,661) or Mason (4,372,098) in view of Natterer 
(4,753,059). 

As discussed above in paragraph 4 of this office action, Mason discloses the 
claimed invention but does not expressly disclose a printing station to print onto the 
packaging layer specific information within the transport path of the packaging machine. 
Natterer discloses an apparatus comprises a printing station 10 (figure 1) that could 
print specific information onto the packaging layer 9 within the transport path of the 
packaging machine 1 for providing a package with a printing image on the cover. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
applicant's invention was made, to modify Mason apparatus by incorporating the 
printing station as taught by Natterer to provide a means to include a specific 
information or image on the cover of the packages. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh K Truong whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
0423. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs from 8:00 AM to 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I Rada can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



tkt 

June 24, 2004. 




Primary Examiner 



